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This issue of a REVIEW is an experiment, Two hektoed issues,
four dittoed, and now as we move into Volume 2, mimeo, ‘
Unfortunately, my -typewriter is not well-adapted to cutting
stenegils, In fact, it would be difficult to conceive of an
instrument more poorty desigred for that purpose, (However, if
it is possible I've no doubt the Remington people will prodtoce
it sooner or later, Be warned, Buy Royals,) Only once before
(WASTEBASKET I) have I used this instrument to cut stencils,.

The results were pitiful, However, I had an inferior machine
and was using inks that I think had been frozen at some timeg

So we decided to see how one issue of REVILW cut on this maching
and run off by Charles would look, If results are too bad, =T
HEVIEY will either fold or find some other means of appearing,
If agcceptable and halfway legible you can expect REVILW to cone
tinue from this combine until Wells gets tired of the one-way -
agreement which allows him to do the work necessary to supplye
ing my egoboo or find the GAFR (Getting Away from REVIEV) too
strong, gt &

Vhen I first conceived the notion for this zine it was to
be the ultimate in simplicity and ease of production, This =kt
even extended to the subject mattere I would write it all myself
except for the letter column, which I hoped (and still do) would
eventually dominate the magazine, By making my own contributions
KBviews I wouldn't have to worry about new ideas for articles,.
Since I was doing the writing and setting the deadlines I would -
never need to worry about deadline trouble, As for material,
How could I miss? There are always plenty of mwozines to review,
plenty of fanzines to review, and plenty of letters coming in Just
dying to be reprinteéd, : :

Alasy a starry eyed innocent was I, True, in this yecar of
Skylark Smith 1953, one need never worry about Plenty of pinzines
to review, But other things tend to be cspasmodice DLast iszsue I
had no fanzines to review, This issue there was a glut, I.ast
couple of issues I've done well by the letter column, This time,
although I searched every letter receivwed diligently there was
nothing, absolutely nothing quotable, FPwrorything was either merw
sonal or slanderousss..sometimes bothi O wourse: when it comgs
in combination I could print it but thon T*% accused A7 pergesut-
ing the writer, Anyway, I wind up with zn enphlansed magazine,
£i:y00dy got a shoulder I can weep on? g



REVITWING ROVI W

¢cel Fydahl, 119 South Front Street, liarquette, Mich,

I find myself disagreeing, almost violently (well, not quite)
with one Bill llorse, lir, lorse, of cour=e, is entitled to his
opinions, but I hardly think he can be serioue in calling
IMAGIIATION better than G.LAXY, One would almost have to be
blind not to see the differences, both in general makeup and
story quality, I've never yet read a story in Madge that could
compete with the worst GALAXY has print ed,

.. _Although both.are digest and both cost 35¢, I would call
INAGINATION a pulp and GALAXY a slick, or semi-slic] Pulp fiction
usually stems around action, The writing doesn't have to be par-
ticularly good, if the aiithor can keep the characters jumpirg from
one situation to another, Vhereas in slick writing, one mst
obtain a smoeoth writing'etyle, One thot can carry the reader over
the ,less lively parts, chall we say, without him losing interest,

- Qecasionally, ladge will publish a slick type story, and 2 Il
GALAXY will publish .a pulp yarn, - But this is very unusual, and R
I'm sure you'll agree th~t the average GALAXY yarn is far above
par compared to 1IADGE's gtories,

(Editors notes 1In our policy of bringing anything of interest

to the attention of our readers, we do not hesifate to indulge

in piracy, Last month we brought you a gem from the pen of Walt
Willis, lifted without permission from the pages of a British
pro-mag, This month we are indulging in similsr tz2ctice, cribe
bing from the letter column of an American pubiication, The
POLTLAND OREGONIAN, probably the Northweest's be-teknown newspaper,
In these days of increasing acceptance of wonders, that rara avis,
the universal skeptic, once regarded by stfans ag comvosing 9%
¢ the human race has now become something of a Vanishing Zmerican,
Thus it is with considerable pride that we welcome to these pages
the words of Mr,

Zeno 7. “ilcon, of Salem Oregon, Following our usual policy of
prinesning the privacy of contributors to professional publications
we ar? rot publishing lir, Wilson's street addressy This letter
appeared in the August 10, 1953 issue of the OXIGONIAN,)

To the Editor: About every other week I read where someone is
going to fly to the moon, This time it's two Englishmen,

They would use a rocket ships ascend 500 miles, then encircle
the earth several times before landing on the moon,
: Not even St, Nicholas with his reindeer wauld be fool ensuchk
to attempt such a thing,

All that man and sclience can do is limited to this carth, sad
only the things that the Creators has made posgibis fo> bim %o 30 4
He is a jealous God, and He would not want some scientist o exclore
ard digsipate those heavenly thri#lls, tha% He Lkeeps in rescrvs Zor
the faithful, : :

Before those two Englishmen tale off for the moon, thev gheuld
reflecyv, that it was curiogity that killed the gat,

Hovever, I will give the s=ientista gredit for one things The
mcre_they menkey with our food, the worse it tashesc,



CAVZINGS IN REVIEY
00wm=~3.50 per year, Bob Stewart, 274 Arlington St, San Francisco,
Calif,

Stewart takes pains to advise, in thisgs issuey that he has just
turned 14, 4And it is only fair to gay that this is just about

the sort of fanzine one would expectse...not mich better nor mich
worce, llimeography is legible, but not much more, Material is

of a grade slightly poorer than mediocre, However, this fanzine
Btill manages to make better reading than the other fanzines
recently issuing from this city From older and more experienced
fans, If Stewart sticks it out mimeography should improve and
better material will doubtlese become available, And, most importe
ant, he will gradually learn to iron out the very rough spots in .
what could become a quite attractive editorial personality, Most
appealing thing in this iecsue are the semi-gtream-of-consciousnecs
accountts of San Francisco fanac, A bit less franticness in such
recovnting would make this the same sort of asset to BOO that:
Hoffman's trivia was to QUANIRY, '

CONFUSION==-v2n3 #15, 10¢ per issue, Shelby Viek, editor, Box;,
493, Lynn Haven, Flo, -

This magazine may not be as polished or as witty as SLANT, as large
as SFBulletin, nor have the future potentialitfes of VEGA, But it
remains the best alldaround zine in fandom today, This issue seems
to consist almo~t entirely of columns.,...by Willis, Hoffman,
editor Vick, and yours truly, There is a conreport by Cal Beck
and some supposedly amusing cartoons by Bergergn which mostly
arentt, The letter column is probably the best thing in the mag,
Willis continues recounting his adventures in America, this one
being chiefly devoted to a tongue-in-cheek indictment of Ray Palmer
which would sear a normal person's scalp olean but will presumably
pass unnoticed by Palmer, I must cast a feeble protest, however;
against Willis' assumptions that because Palmer is boorish all.
other Americans also are zutomatically €o, Bad manners are all

too common in this country and seem to have a higher than avewaze
incidence in fandom, However, I've encountered few people with
worse manners. than an otherwise likable British fan now in this
country, If this be 'old=world courtesy® I:1l stick to the naw,

I sometimes wonder whether there is an increagsing dearth of breed=
ing or not, One can't trust books of previous periods, I suspect
that there was a higher incidence of good manners among the

educated in the past, but of course there was a smaller perceutaga . , -

of such in the total, At any rate, I thihk it is self-evident _ K
that probably the biggest drawback of Arierican fandom is the erude«
ness of its mannersse...I didn't realize a person changed so mudn
80 rapidly until I received this d&ssue of c¢cf, Any one tryiaz to
obtain the July issue of Ellery Queen's Mystery Magazine or ofaer
publieations mentioned in this "Beer or Buttermilk" is apt to be
disappointed, This column was written about 13 months azo and I
had long since resigned myself to the blief that Shelby hzd 1Ingd

it as he printed later installments, Now, to me, it reass 1ika

the work of almost a completely different person, I cantt feature
myself writing this type of column now =:1d if T were to attazl ihea
subjeet it would be with a completely different approachs.

(23



GEM TONES---Si7S 24

The usuwrl typical Corr-ish product. Very amusing, if you appreci-
ate Carr (I do), infuriating if you don't, Exchanges with almost

all Imown zines and has recently taken to devoting practically the
entire iscue to reviews of both SAPSzines and subszines. A defi-

nite improvemen* to this re~dere way of thinking,

GREMDIN---Gary Curto, 724 Huron Ave., San Francisco 25, Calif,
bi~-monthly, 50¢ a year, 15¢ per issue,

Mimeography is much hetter than one expects in a first issue,

Material is only slightly better than first-issueish, however,
However, the mag shows a few signs of promise and while i% is
always dif‘icult to tell from 2 first iscue this one could ga

places,

BSYCHOTIC~--Vols 1 i1, July 1953, Monthly published by Richaxrd
L. Geis, 2631 N, Misgiscippi Portland 12, Oregon, 1,00 for
twelve issues, 10¢ per copy.

Dittoing is well above averagee,..materisl is well “Helow (but far
better than one customarily finds in a firet igcue, Add to this

a decided fannieh 'feel'! and this adds up to the best first issue
I've seen in a long time, maybe since THI BIG O, This zine has

a loeng way to go but I think maybe Geis has what it takes to go
here, Editorial ig appropriately titled "The Leather Conuch"

One idea which probably sounded wonderful was a fanzine ars review
colunn which fails to pan out and will probably be shortiy Forgote
ten. A fanzine to watch, !

RLASUN---publiched irregularly at 464-19th Street Santa lMonisa,
Calil, Editors name and price not listed on contents naza, #9

Thic fanzine's slogan is “"There's a reason for REASONY, Just whas
it might be emcapes yours truly and apperently also the editor
(nams's Tom Piper, I just discovered it on the moiling wrapper)

as elszwhere in the issue he announces ces<ation of the title after
this iseue and a new mag to take its place, MNimeogrs hy is very
poor to ctart with and, through what can only be termed a siroke

of genius, the editorial staff has chosen to mimeo mosi.pages in

a pale shade of ink atop deep-hued paper of the same shade of ink,
At the moment I can't recall any fanzine in history which.was more
illegible, This would be ok considering most of the contenis But

I recent having this hapHen to Robert Gilbert's well-done -"The -
Pagsing of the Pulps", The magazine is top-heavy with columus,
This hoe worked well for gsuch matured zines as SPACWARP and COWw
TUSIQ but too often the new meg-zines get new columnists who tu.n
out to have nothing to say.e...in fact they frequently fill their xm
space bragging about the way they can fill space with nothing, £:lv
exception is Harl-n Ellison who devotes his column to fulsomeiy
fatdous praise of Bill Venable, If I weren't already previousiy
acqauinted with Vensble and know him to be a pretty good guy Ifd
barricade the doors before I ever let such a nauseating paragon of
virtues near my residence,
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ESCAPE---published irregularly by Larry Balint, 3255 Golden
dve., Long Beach 6, Californiz, 58 per

This is a successor tn Balint®s FANTACTA but is little different,
The magazine tas a veov insenvealsng H17%29 - avsotetier=cinad naper
0% In hste Tthwize, Thes magszins’e maderisl hex dwproaved
seme Y continuss to mors or isas tipifTy the varicue fasets of

the momemant oallings itiesly 7ia Ffardom, Ferhepsui am msrely a
greuchy cult=af-date evnic but the humerless kumoxy coy feuding

aad baekseratohing ard gererdl alr oy “Wa're here and ainft we
wencerl" agpoesrs to me to ecarry a far lower quota of entertaine
ment walvue than the output of what is now called 5th and 63¥h fane
aomu, tne ouly others I:ve had a chance <n cheerve as Lney occured,
May¥@e L*we Loat my taste fer fandom or o4 in othar ways no longer

a fic judge buts with the exception of VEGL, the oniy worthwhilie
publicaticns arcund seem to be survivors of sixth faadom, Balind
rmast be given credit for remarkable rzgularity of publicaticng hovwe
eTer, :

E;gTASTIC WORLDS-~-Editor, Sam Sackett, published quarterly at
1419 Brockton Ave,, Los Angeles 25, Calif, 3¢ a copy or a dollar
per year, t

What is 1t? Neither good prozine nor good fanzine, but something
in between, Despite its general slsek and wsil-fed air this has,
rever for me become a really satisfactory magazirne, A serious,
for a change, item by Bob Bloch is test this in the issue,

PEONmmw#2?, Volume Six, number two, Moy 1953, Fdi*or, Charles
Lse Riddie, 10¢ a copy or 12 issues for ons dollar,

A survital of fifth fandom, When I entered fandom I would never
bave picked this as ths fanzine which would ccrtinue regular publis
cation tine loagect but that is exactly what has happened, Mater=
ial i¢ for the most part good, but waspectacutar, No crud here,
but meither is this WilliswTucker-Bloch stompéng grounds, I
rezantly ricked up a report that beforevprinting a fantasy recently
seni to PECE, Riddle submitted it to Horace Dold for BEYOND.gqsoe
and Gold tought ity For which, hats off to Riddley, The nmagazine
is reccommended, too, . S > .

SCIENCE FICTION NEWS LETTERe=-Tucker, PO Box 702y Bloowington Ill,
Quarterly, 40¢Z will bring you the last two issues, :
Tucker announces the mag will fold at the end of this year, ILet's
hope that Tucker comes up with some other idea which will keep.

him in the fanpubbing buziness, Bob runs some fiction for the
firt time, VWhy is a mystery since it is merely that much overe
worked satire of Mickey Spillane, I got the biggest kick, however,
out of Tucker!s quote from J.T.M!Intosh (who definitely is MacGrag-
ory, by the way, Bob) on page 18, Readers of both SFNL ard REVIEY
will recognize this as the same one used in REVIEW 5, Since it is
stretching coincidence overly far to believe that Tucker and yours
truly would pick the two identieal sentences for quotation nut of
the millious of werds of sf recently prirted I can only assitie
Tucker 1s queoting from REVIEW, I must say I'm flatierad,
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SCINTIILA~--edited and published by Larry Anderson, 2716 Smoky
Lane, Billings, Montana, 10¢ per CODY

Having panned Anderson's dittogrryha in the past it is only fair
to report he has reverted to mimeography with admirable, if not
yet perfect, results, SCINTILIA is once more legible, Material,
while readable, can stand lots of imp®ovement, Sad note: at the
end of this issue is a '5000-word novel'!, Anderson reports he
will henceforth issue two magw,,..one fiction, one non-fiction,
You get only the one you ask for or both together for 15¢, Any-
one here wanta read fan-written 5000=word novels?

SEy==-=June 1953, #7, Editor, John L. Magnus, Jr,, 9312 Second
Avenue Silver Spring, Md,

Redd Boggs and Manly Banister can move over, Once more fandom has
an editor who is well-nigh*¥flawless at manipulationo f a mimeograph,
This is the magazines best“ieaturey The silk~screen cover of which
Magnus is apparently proud =nd which excites ohs and ahs in the
letter columm is pretty unimpressive, The magazine's contents are
fair but nothing to write home about, With a touch for mimeograph=
ing like Magnus' it is a chame but I really doubt if this magazine
has much of a future, First, whenever an editor devotes s0 much
pains to perfectionism it is seldom that he can combat gafia for
long, It soon becomes work not rlay, and then p~infulzwork,
Result, no more magazine, Also, in this issue at least, Magnus
fails to exhibit the editing *flair' which proprieters of all

the top zines of recent years have had in varying quantities,
lagnus is already ahead of most seventh fandom editors but I fear
the path he is on is the same dead-end one followed by Bob Johnson
and ORB, Perfectionism in the Banister~-Johnson pattern simply is
out of place in fandom, The slightly haphazard methods used in
preparation of the fabulous SLANT work much better and you will
notice SLANT is still around,

SPACESHIP=--Julys 1953, Quarterly,.,Bob Silverberg, 760 Montgomery
§treet., Brooklyn 13, N,Y, 107 per issue, 3 issues 25¢

I owe Bob Silverberg a public apologys, When I first entered fandom
I subs€ribed indiscriminately to any recommended fanzines, Rog
Phillips tricked mg into subbing to SPACESHIP, a dollar I consid-
ered thoroughly wagted, At that time SPACESHIP appeared to me a
trifle poorer than UTOPIAW ang easily the most hideous and amateur-
ish fanzine I'd ever seen, (although it would compare favorably with
gome seventh fandom products I've recently received, At least
Silverberg and Diskin tried to find something to put in their
zines,) The editors of thesge zines, Silverberg and Jeff Banks :
were also the first regular cotumnists in my beloved QUANDRY, The
columns both seemed to me to be painfully adolescent and gauche -and
completely out of place in a sophisticated fun-lovint'! little zine
like QUANDRY, I told Lee so, repeatedly and at length, Evidently
others agreed about Banks bepoause his column finally was dropped

but Silverberg's continues to this day and all my protests were for
nought, When my years sub ran out to SPACESHIP I did not renew even
though it had improved slightly, However, about a year ago I began
to surprise myself by being in agreement with much of what Si yete
berg was writing for other fanzines; his style remained unchaized
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but his reasoning now stood up under logic and there was a great
deal of substanze to his ohservations, I fcund it necessgary to
regise my corinions of him (I later learned he was two years younger
than J7'd thought all along whlich acecunted for a good dezal) and I
new regard hiw as perhapes the mest outstanding examrle c¢i 2 younger
(e2rly 20%s ov under) writer ir the Radd Roggs stviece 1 red aleo
gen’ Bob.a saipie copy of REVIEY and I was re2liy amazsd at fle
changez in SPAZRSHIY, This fanzine ig still not a2 QUAITORY or
SPACEVARP and never will be but the mimeogravhy and layout nwle

it exsraaxndinarily legible and the materisail, while wiiversally
soher, seriscus, and rather unfannish, is itvr {hs post pariy

a QAlity wellawwpth “rédding, ” I"fér&ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ'ffg""fi@aid,f 1Y s thgp
1< e

- o LRk Pl
18 the reason I tend to hedge my judsments i fanzin:s cbec Oy
teonagers, I've seen to many godawiul korrera levelosp ins S Ll
lating fanmags which were a credit to Fandom, Howeveiy UTUWRIAN

still remains one of fandom's worst,)

VEGA=--Joel Nydahl, 119 S, Front Street, Marquette, Mich, #9,
Mornthlyse..110 S, Front Ste, Marquetté, Mich,

My pet of the current erop, This fanmag has not been coming along
as rapidly as I'd hoped and predicted, However, it does Xxesp
improving, both in material and appearance and ever siice I dig,
corered the editor had just turned 15 (among his other 2ccomplishe
mente is being one of the three or four youngest authors ever to
8311l an sf story) this sugmer I've been marvelling even more at
whzt he has accomplished, When it comes to editing, this kid has
i1t! This issue is perhaps the best yet, Unfortunately there zxm
ls word that VEGA's beet feature, Marion Bradley's *What Every
Young Fan Should Know" will not appear again, But there are
articles by Tucker and Calkins, the regular feature "Fanzine File",
aid a good solid lettercolumn, This is already one of fandom's most
impertant and entertaining zines,
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PRO'S PROSE -

ASTOUNDING SCIENCL FICTION - Augy 1953 - —--— ——== -

"Sam Hall"is more straightforward than most of Poul Anderson's
non-Fianet storiee but is still top-notch Anderson., This is the
first issue of ASF in some time without one really poor yarn altho
the Chan Davis novelet drags considerably in getting starte?d, ark
Clifton and sidekick Apostolides comes through with perkane his
best story since "'hat Have I Done?", certainiy his Lest since
"Btar, Bright", If all issues of ASF measured up to this on= It
would probsbly still be unchallenged king,

COSMOS SCIENCE FICTION, #1

Mnd still they come, This magazine has perhaps less to distingnish
it than any magazine eincs IT7, However, IF has done fzixly we.l Ho
maybe this ons will tpo, 'Yhere have been rmuch keiftor Firet figeuss
and nuck pooarcw ones, The Lsad story, "The Troubd FEerale by~ Pond
Anc2vesil Lsylike "Sam Hali" vevieval sbevs, top-drawes LMealusi,
Hewess2 s thie one features the vvual deidghiiul Anderson v '
mexsl evandzrds approach,. I mignt add vhet i ieomoce
«f a it less clevery, than usual., Some of the shoris
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amuging and the cover is raother distasteful, It would doubt=-
lesg irritate British fans in any case (although the act
cepicted has been much more of a British habit in real life
than Amarican, although we must concede American writers

kaTe oysimrorked it in the stf field) and will probably make’
them cee 1ed since plastered over the illustration in huge
letters is the name of the British Willy Ley, Arthur C,

Clatke. (Excuse for this is that Clarke has a story inside,

a three pagé short-short and the poorest thing in the issue,)

- It seems that the name of Arthur C, Clarke now bears the same
importance in newsstand sales as those of Bradbury and Heine
lein, Perhape even more so, IF and the Avon magazine simi=
larly broadcast the Clarke name last spring, From everything
I%ve heard Clarke is a nice guy and I'm happy to see him so
successful, However, I feel it is an unhealthy sign for s=cie
encg fiction, Clarke has written some very entertaining fice
tion, it is true, but he's not in the top wank or even in the
next to top, His present fame 1is based solely on the interest
aroysed by a non-fiction worke, (Do you suppcse Hubbari®d name
will be similarly ballyhooed if he returns tc the fizld soon,
as reported?) What these editors are doing is selling there
magazines on a gimmick completely unrezated to sciencs=fiction,
the -same thing which fandom has so deplored in Howard Browng,
Clarke is a good guy, a good writer, and an ex=fansesesand Pere=
hapg 2n outstanding scientist, But when his name is used in
thés fashion is he actually any different from Micksy Spillane,
Lait & Moriimer, or Billy Rosey all names which sell magazines
without reference to the type science-fiction they are able to
produce, Had Larry Clinton started writing science-fiction"
fifteen years earlier when he and "Deep Purple" were household
names and bandstand idols he'd probably have been given the game
tregtment, I wonder if Howard Browne has attempted to get Ein-
stein to ok a ghosted story written under his mame, Understand,
I have no objection to such ballyhoo for Clarke when he turms
out ‘one of his spaceflight articles for a magazine, This is
what he made his name on (I'1l overlook the fact that his beste
sellerdom stems from a fluke, book-club selection, since the merw
it was always there, undiscovered, before,) But this has not
been the case to dates I realize any author is going to take
the best rates he can and not worry about how his name is publia
cized, or whyg and in this dog-eat-dog market it is sell your
magazines however you can, But I believe for science-fict on
to prosper as sf (instead of degenerating jinto vehicies for
bare bosoms as have the pocket reprints) it chouid stisk to
advertising stories and authors on thefws merits rather than
because the author went over Niagara Iiils in a Garrzl or was
once married to Rita Hayworth,

FANTASTICm==Septs-Oct,

I didn't even recognize it 2t first, W=w io0go ie attradiives
Browne seems to have finally ziven up = “a hig-name p:cmotiﬁgal
stunts, lMaybe he finally deaided scisnco=fiction is the best
policy for an sf magazine, The usual Frovme sturs, Scevsrael
stories started out like houses afire, ilcGivern?s “Awphy'twinn
40" had a surprisingly stpcong beginnirg and the Matheson =nd
ggeckley atories misséd being outstanding by only a Irachion,

'

& But Browne's unfamiliarity with the field, which fismdis him



fin.de

him unable to distinguish between the good and the almost®good
is omnipresent, Oh well, the magazines are said to bein the
black which *x I supnose is all that matters %o Ziff-Davis,

FANTASTIC UNIViIRSE«Aug,=-Septe 1953

This magazine has been a big disapprointment with its first two
issueg, Remembering Merwin's fabulous feats at -STAIDARD, we
were ‘expecténg something special, Instead, we have been given

a very thiek, undistinguished looking magazine containing a
number.of readable stories but no memorable TNeSeseses The

result is like a Howard Browne with taste added, Best story

in each .issue has been by Eric Frank Russell, but even thece
have been far from the "Dreadful Sanctuary" level Ruesell,

Many of the stories seem to have pessibllities which don't

quite materialize, I wonder whether Merwin isn't paying too
little for his stories, Seems to me I read in some magazine
he's sticking to the 0ld 1¢ a word rate,...and when even Ray
Palmer pays 3¢ a wird it tokes a gentus at digeging up unnoticed
gems, such as Lownfles or del Rey,.to compete with the big boys,
With so many finer 35¢, and evem 25¢,magazines around the extra
pages this magazine fills up with mediocre fiction fails to mke
it worth a half ddllar,

GALAXY SCIENCE FI¢TIONeeAugust

ASF may be revitalized but so is GALAXY, Gold evidently believes
in giving Campbell a run for his money, Big news here 1s one 'of
thoce fascinating stories by Scotland!s gift to science fiction,
J.TeM'Intosh, "Mind Alone".is not the best M!Intosh story by a
long shot but it has no trouble being beszt in a good issue of
GALAXY, I also liked the Sheckley a1d Gallun novelets and found
Betsy Curtis'! "The Trap" very ammsing and easily her best storyy
to date, £ S ¢

Ig..september

Lead novelet by James Blish, "A Case of Conscience" impressed ne

as being very glewr and very ridiculous.,..but then I'm admittedly -
prejudiced on what I consider the distas$teful subjeot of reldgion,
I'd like to Ikn¢w wheter James Blish is an atheist, agnostic, or
Catholic, howetrer, The .chorter novelette "Thy Rocks and Rills"

has tremendous w esence,s,.s5€ems to occur right in your lape ‘I
don't know why I should compare this to Hemingway, as I feel like
dolng, unless it is because it deals primarily with bullfighting,
For my money, this belongs in the collection for the best of the
year although there is one minor flaw, On page 96 in referring

to the bull'y actions, the story reads "Teeth clamped on the -
shaft behind the point," Which is a very neat trick for any bull,
This bull is supposed to be a mutation but nothing was said about
his growing an extra set of teeth, For readers who were not raiwed
on a dairy farm may I explain that cows have no teeth in their
upper jat, merely a lower set which is quite sufficient for their
non=-carnivotous practice of cropring grass,



PLAILT STORILS—eSeptember

5.

There are now only eight pulps left in thﬁﬁ{ield published by

three companies, Of these, only four are ‘me old untrimmed . ..
edge type which used to dominate the field, Fiction House is

the least active of the three but PLANET seems to more or leps:
typify the old-style stfpulp, PLANET saw some brief days of
glory when Jerome Bixby was at the helm but it has now returned
to old and bad habits, The field is ch-ngine but apparently :
Malcofm Reiss feels PLAN:T must never change, Thus I wouldnlt
be too surprised to see PLANLT follow another old standby, IFM,
into.oblivion, This isaue has only one readable story, a Robert
Moore Williams spate-opers "iiss Tweedham's Blogarsn", If it
should fold, PLANET will be missed for only one reasony Its:
0ld-3tyle lettercolunm, This ia my one compdaint about all-the
new magazines, IMOF and GALAXY started it, and now all seem to
be fdlling in line,s...not even small letter-colums, a devel-
opement I consider unhealthy both from the viewpoint of fandom
and the authors, Gold promised the writers story-watings anyway,
you remember, but he soon reneged, The others don't even attempt
to keep the writer informed of reader opinion, No particular
reason I can see, The very fanciest slicks, literary magazines,
newsmagazines, or what have you, usually have fairly long letter
colums so it is hardly a typical pulpish feature to be abandoned,

RECOIMMENIED STORIES

Poul Anderson = Sam Hall = ASTOUNDING
Poul Anderson = The Troublemakers = COSMOS
Richard Ashby = Commencement Night e ASTOUNDING
Mark Clifton = Crazy Joey = ASTOUNDING

and Alex Apostolides

Betey Curtis - The Trap w GALAXY
Raymond Z, Gallune Stamped Caution} = GALAXY

Robert Sheckley = Diplomatic Immunity « GALAXY
VERY HIGHLY RECOMMENTED

Robert Ernest Gilbert = Thy Rocks and Rills = IF
JT M Intosh = Mind Alone = GALAXY

- 10 =

<“"ho trod Courtnev's goat?""

Lobster ig @elicious at the Sout Lole,

"Are you really Wilson Tuciewr:?




